
Grand Island Town Board discusses virtual meetings

BY MICHAEL J. BILLONI
Contributor

On Monday, The Town Board 
of Grand Island held its second 
virtual meeting via its YouTube 
channel because of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the state of emer-
gency declared by Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo last month. During 
the pre-meeting workshop ses-
sion, each councilmember and 
Supervisor John C. Whitney, P.E., 
discussed an ability to involve 

residents virtually with the town’s 
various public meetings and hear-
ings.

“Good government relies on 
an open communication with the 
public,” stated Councilman Mi-
chael H. Madigan. “We cannot 
make decisions on a number of 
matters without public meetings, 
and I am concerned about the 
number of residents who cannot 
access our meetings virtually be-
cause they do not have a comput-

er and cannot get into the library 
to use one there.”

Councilman Thomas A. Digati 
asked Whitney to consider con-
vening a workshop virtually of de-
partment heads soon to address 
virtual meetings to include pub-
lic comments for the backlog of 
public hearings, including “Proj-
ect Olive,” the code name for the 
proposed 3.8-million-square-foot 
warehouse and distribution cen-
ter on part of a 145-acre plot along 

Long Road. These virtual meet-
ings would include the opportuni-
ties for residents to participate via 
online or phone call-in. 

“We need to be prepared for the 
weeks after the May 15 date the 
governor has set for New York 
‘PAUSE’ to end. We need a plan 
for the Planning Board and the ar-
chitect and zoning review boards 
to meet because the building sea-
son is short and we have a lot of 
projects on the table,” Digati said.

While members cannot imag-
ine a time when a room will be 
fi lled for a public hearing in the 
near future, it was agreed they 
would look at a combination of 
opening public hearings with so-
cial distancing enforced along 
with virtual meetings on the same 
subject.

During the 48-minute board 
meeting, a motion was passed for 
the town to call upon Congressman 

The Town of Grand Island held a virtual meeting earlier this week.

SEE RESIDENTS, continued on Page 2

NATURAL LAWN CARE
Lawn Cutting • Design

Seasonal Cleanups • Installation
Materials Delivered

SERVING GRAND ISLAND OVER 20 YEARS

774-8983

For Home 

Delivery of the 

Island Dispatch

Call 773-7676

Beaver Island &
Big Six Marinas set to open May 2nd!Some slips still available!

Go to:www.montanainternational.us

Break Walls Repaired & Built
Basement Wall Repair

Drain Lines Repaired / Installed

TOM RALL CONTRACTING
C O M M E R C I A L  &  R E S I D E N T I A L

583-4786
773-4775

Whr2389@aol.com

SIDING AND ROOFING

CheersCheers&WINE           LIQUOR

2443 Grand Island Blvd.

775-5040
(Next to Mighty Taco)

FAIR PRICES
WWW NININNE     

EVERYDAY

LOW PRICES

MON - SAT : 11 AM - 8 PM
SUN : 12 PM - 6 PMOPEN

1422 PINE AVE.
Rte. 62A & 15th St., Niagara Falls, NY

OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 9:00 - 8:00 
 Tues., & Fri. 9:00 - 5:00

Serving Niagara 

773-1642

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
SEWER REPAIRS
DOZER & BACKHOE WORK

DOUBLE “D”
CONSTRUCTION

297-3811 

NOW OPEN
Bulk Mulch, Stone and Topsoil

Available for Pick Up or Delivery!

Stay Healthy

Michael’s Lawn Service
& Landscaping

Per Service & Seasonal Contracts
Insured  • Free Estimates

Commercial & Residential

418-2779

LARGE PIZZA
w/ 1 TOPPING

JOHN’S

$1549Monday 

Madness

Pizza 
& Subs

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER PROMO, DISCOUNT OR COUPON

774-0020
Online Ordering -  JOHNSPIZZAANDSUBS.COM

SUBSCRIBE TO 
YOUR HOMETOWN

NEWSPAPER 
THE ISLAND DISPATCH

See Page 5 for details
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